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Articles are some of the shortest and most common 
words in the English language. There are several rules 
stating which article, if any, should be used.

New language  Articles 

Vocabulary  Commonly misspelled words

New skill  Saying words with silent letters

KEY LANGUAGE THE DEFINITE ARTICLE
Use the definite article  
“the” when the person or 
thing you are referring to  
is easily identifiable.

Articles

KEY LANGUAGE THE INDEFINITE ARTICLE
Use the indefinite articles  
“a” and “an” when the exact 
person or thing you are 
referring to is unknown.

Also use the indefinite article 
to talk about an entire class  
of people or things generally. 

The vacation is a new thing that 
is being introduced.

The definite article is used before 
superlatives such as “most famous.”

The Trevi Fountain  
is a unique object.

The bus trip has already 
been mentioned.

It is clear from the context that 
this means the tour guide.

This includes situations 
where a person or thing has 
already been mentioned.

Use the definite article  
before superlatives.

The definite article is also  
used with unique objects.

It is also used for people 
with unique titles. 

“Pope” is a title.
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KEY LANGUAGE THE ZERO ARTICLE
You do not need an article 
with uncountable and plural 
nouns when you want to 
talk generally rather than 
specifically. This is also 
called the zero article.

CROSS OUT THE INCORRECT WORDS 
IN EACH SENTENCE

REWRITE THE SENTENCES, CORRECTING THE ERRORS

“Sand” is an uncountable noun.

The number of sights is indefinite.
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LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

Three people are talking about the geography  
of countries that they know well.

FILL IN THE GAPS USING THE CORRECT ARTICLES, LEAVING  
A GAP FOR ZERO ARTICLE
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READ THE CLUES AND WRITE THE ANSWERS IN THE  
CORRECT PLACES ON THE GRID

MARK THE SILENT LETTERS AND SAY  
THE SENTENCES OUT LOUD

CHECKLIST

 Articles   Commonly misspelled words   Saying words with silent letters  

PRONUNCIATION 
SILENT LETTERS

Some words contain letters that are 
written, but not spoken (also called 
silent letters). The letters b, k, t, and h 
can all be silent in some words.

TIP
The answers are all  

words that are  
commonly misspelled  

in English.
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